41 AD 

The expression “Never, never give up” means to keep trying and never 
stop working for your goals. Do you agree or disagree with this 
statement? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 


“If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again.” These are wise words. One 
should never give up. There is always another opportunity, another goal, or 
another option. 

Once | ran for president of my class. Unfortunately, | lost. | lost because | did 
not promote myself enough. | looked at my mistakes and decided how to 
correct them. The following year, | ran for president again. This time | gave 
speeches, called voters on the phone, and banded out brochures. This time | 
won. Never give up. There is always another opportunity. 

Once | wanted to study medicine. Unfortunately, | didn’t like science. | failed 
all my science courses at school. Then | realized that what | liked about 
medicine was helping people. | changed my goal from healing people to 
helping people. Now, I’m studying psychology. There is always another goal. 
Once | wanted to talk with my friend. Unfortunately, his computer was down 
and | couldn’t e-mail him. His phone line was busy so | couldn’t call him. Mail 
would take too long so | couldn’t write him. Since | really wanted to talk with 
him. | got on the bus and went across town to visit him. There is always 
another option. 

If you give up, you might as well die. My advice is to always look for another 
opportunity, another goal, or another option. There is always something else. 
Don’t give up. 


42 AD 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? With the help 
of technology, student nowadays can learn more information and 
learn it more quickly. Use specific reasons and examples to support 
your answer. 


Technology has greatly improved the way we get information. Students can 
now get more information, get it more quickly, and get it more conveniently. 
The Internet and the World Wide Web has opened every major library and 
database to students around the world. Information comes not only in print 
form, but also in multimedia. You can get audio and video data. You can get 
information about event in the past as well as events that unfold as you watch 
your computer monitor. 

Information comes at the speed of the Internet, which is to say in 
nanoseconds. You can type in a few key words in your search engine, and the 
engine will search the entire www to find information on your topic. You don’t 
have to spend hours pouring over card catalogs in the library and looking at 


the shelves. This research is done for you instantly on the Web. 

It is certainly more convenient to sit at home and do research on your 
computer. Your computer is open 24 hours a day, unlike a library or office, 
which has limited hours and limited resources. You can do research in your 
pajamas while you eat breakfast. What could be more convenient? 
Technology, especially the Internet, has certainly changed the quantity and 
quality of the information we get. The speed and convenience of a computer 
helps students learn more, more quickly. 


43 AD 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Games are as 
important for adults as they are for children. Use specific reasons and 
examples to support your answer. 


Everyone likes to play games. Games are important at any age to keep your 
mind sharp, learn new things, and maintain social skills. 

People say you can’t teach old dog new tricks. Modern research has shown 
that senior citizens can continue to grow brain cells by exercising their mind. 
Games are a great way to exercise your mind. By concentrating on the tactics 
of the game, memorizing moves, keeping track of your opponents’ strategies, 
you can keep your brain functioning and growing. 

Some games can teach you a lot. Games that ask questions, for example, will 
show you what you don’t know. (Name the capital of Albania, for example.) It 
is always easier to learn something when you realize you don’t know it. 

When you play a game, you have to be considerate of your opponents. You 
can observe people’s reactions and the way they interact as they play. It is 
always interesting to watch people. Maintaining personal contacts is 
important for everyone. 

Regardless of your age, playing games can help you keep your mind alert, 
learn new things, and build friendships. 


44 EX 

Awards and prizes are given for excellence in various fields. Do these 
awards and prizes serve a useful purpose? Use specific reasons and 
examples to support your answer. 


A prize or award, whether it’s the Noble Prize, the Academy Award, or Best 
Handwriting Prize, is important. Such prizes can have economic, personal, and 
social effects that enrich the life of the recipient. 

Prize like the Noble Prize can be a cash award. But ever for prizes that don’t, 
like the Academy Award, an actress who wins best actress will be offered more 
roles and a higher pay than actresses who don’t win the award. Even for the 


elementary student who received the school’s Best Handwriting award may 
get a congratulations gift from proud grandparents. 

The personal benefits of receiving any award are evident. Any award winner is 
pleased that be or she has been recognized for his or her work. When people 
receive the Academy Award, they often cry they are so happy. 

Everyone likes to be with a winner. A person who gets a prize often has many 
new, best friends. A winner’s social life is much better than a loser’s social 
life. The winner of the Best Handwriting prize may not be very popular with 
his or her jealous classmates, however. 

Awards serve a very useful purpose in that their economic, personal, and 
social benefits add to the recognition. 


45 AD 

Some people think that human needs for farmland, housing, and 
industry are more important that saving land for endangered animals. 
Do you agree or disagree with this point of view? Why or why not? Use 
specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 


In the past, there have been many endangered animals. Now they are extinct. 
Does it matter? Has our environment been affected by their absence? Has the 
quality of our own life been changed? The answer to these questions is “Yes.” 
Yes. It does matter if we destroy an endangered species habitat to develop 
more farmland, housing or industrial parks. There is a delicate balance of 
nature. If one small part is removed, it will effect all the other parts. For 
example, if certain trees are cut down, bats will have no place to roost. If they 
cannot roost, they cannot breed. If there are no bats, there will be no animal, 
or bird to eat certain insects that plague our crops. 

Yes. Our environment has been affected by the absence of certain animals. 
Certain flowers are pollinated by butterflies, which migrate from Canada to 
Mexico. Some of the breeding grounds of these butterflies were destroyed. 
Now these flowers are disappearing from certain areas. We will no longer be 
able to enjoy their beauty. 

Yes. The quality of our life has been changed America used to be covered with 
giant trees. Now we have to visit them in one small park. Rain forests around 
the world are being cut down to make room for humans. We will never be able 
to see or study this fragile ecosystem. 

| would encourage us humans to look for other alternatives for our farmlands, 
housing, and industries. We have alternatives; the animals do not. 


46 MA 
What is a very important skill a person should learning in order to be 
successful in the world today? Choose one skill and use specific 


reasons and examples to support your choice. 


The one skill | would choose for success is tolerance. | do not define success 
economically. | define success socially. To succeed in the future, we will need 
to be tolerant of one another’s background, opinions, and lifestyle. 

The world is becoming increasingly mobile. We no longer are able to live and 
work only with people who went to the same schools and went to the same 
parties as our parents and we did. Now, we will work directly with people 
whose backgrounds are completely different from ours. We must be tolerant 
of these differences as they must be tolerant of us if we are to live and work 
together amiably. 

We cannot stop speaking to people or start a war just because there is a 
difference in opinion. We must learn to be tolerant of one another and respect 
these differences in opinion. We have to find a common ground, an idea we 
can both agree on. Once we have agreement on one subject, it will be easier 
to settle differences in other subjects. 

Different people have different lifestyles. We must accept these differences 
even though they may be different than what we are used to. Woman can live 
on their own, hold important jobs, and raise children on their own. Men can 
stay home and take care of children. Social roles can change and we must be 
tolerant of these changes. 

To succeed socially, you must be adapted to differences. You must be tolerant 
of all peoples regardless of their background, their opinions, or their lifestyles. 


47 MA 

Resolving problems between individuals or groups is important. What 
should be considered or kept in mind in resolving problems between 
individuals or groups? Use specific reasons and examples to support 
your answer. 


Conflict resolution is very important. The technique is the same whether it’s 
between people, between groups, or between nations. You need to find a 
common ground; you need to learn what both sides want; and you need to 
plan steps to resolve the conflict. 

Finding a common ground is the first important step in any conflict resolution. 
For example, if two countries are fighting, a mediator could do what is the 
single thing that both counties are concerned about. One answer might be 
their children’s future. Agreeing on the future of their children is an important 
first step. 

The next step would be to try to determine what both sides want for their 
children. For example, Country X says, “Security from Country Y.” Country Y 
says, “Security from Country X.” Obviously, they feel threatened by one 
another. 


The third step is to plan steps to resolve the conflict. A mediator might ask 
what would make each side more secure: Stronger borders? Increased trade? 
Smaller military forces? Once the steps are established, the peace process has 
begun. 

| don’t mean to imply that this is easy. Resolving long-term disputes is not 
simple. But the process can be broken down into three steps (common 
ground, needs, steps to resolution) and then repeated and repeated until 
there is peace. 


48 AD 

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Self- 
confidence is the most important factor for success in school or at 
work. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion. 


Self-confidence is one very important factor for success, but there are two 
other equally important factors: knowledge and sensitivity. All three are 
required for success in any area. 

One needs to feel one can accomplish a task. If one thinks he or she is 
incapable of doing something, he or she will not succeed. For example, if you 
think you are going to do poorly on an exam, you will probably do poorly. It is 
important to tell yourself that you can do well. If you have confidence in 
yourself, you will probably do well. 

Even if you have a great deal of self-confidence, you won’t be able to well on 
the exam without knowledge. You have to understand your subject very well. 
With knowledge and self-confidence you have a better chance of success. 

In areas other than exams, you will need to be sensitive to your surroundings 
in order to succeed. You will need to know whether to boast about yourself or 
be modest; you will need to know whether you should take the lead or let 
others. This is a difficult skill to learn, but an important one for success. 

To be successful in school or work, you need three qualities: self-confidence, 
knowledge, and sensitivity. Along, none of these factors will help you succeed. 
But together, they ensure success. 


49 EX 

Why do you think some people are attracted to dangerous sports or 
other dangerous activities? Use specific reasons and examples to 
support our answer. 


Dangerous sports or activities attract a certain type of person. This person is 
often a risk taker, an optimist, and a fatalist. 

People who take risks are found both in dangerous sports and business. But it 
is a special person who takes a risk with his own life as opposed to his money. 


My father was a risk taker. He put everything be owned into his business, but 
he stopped playing risky sports like horseback riding and skiing. Once his 
business was a success and he no longer bad to worry about providing for us, 
he returned on the age of 60, to the risky sports that he did as a youth. 
Someone who plays a dangerous sport must be an optimist. They cannot 
imagine that anything will happen to them. They never think about breaking 
their leg while skiing, falling off a cliff while rock climbing, falling on their head 
while sky diving. They live for the thrill of the moment without a thought to 
the many things that could go wrong. 

Rock climbers and sports car drivers must be fatalist. They might plan for 
potential problems, but once they have done everything they can do, the 
outcome is out of their bands. A motorcyclist when jumps across a narrow 
canyon will get the fastest, strongest bike available that will carry him or her 
across the canyon, however, wind conditions or other problems might 
interfere and the cyclist my fall short of his goal. 

Many people have the same traits of course. Many of us are risk takers, 
optimists and fatalists. But | think people who play dangerous sports must 
have these characteristics in abundance. 


50 EX 

Which is more important for success: the natural ability you are born 
with or hard work? Explain your opinion, using specific reasons and 
examples. 


Without a doubt, hard work is a much better predictor of success than natural 
ability. In my experience, | have seen this at work in sports, school, and work. 
Many athletes have a natural ability to run the fastest mile or kick the ball the 
most accurately. Unless they work hard though, they will not be stars. They 
need to train daily, eat properly, live correctly. It takes hard work to be 
Number One. 

At school, | have seen many very bright students do poorly on exams. They 
count on their intelligence to get them through. However, unless they do their 
homework every day, participate in class discussions, and study for exams, 
they will be the bottoms of the class. 

Many salespeople can talk with anyone and convince him or her to buy 
something. They have a natural ability to sell. They must however apply some 
hard work to this skill. They must learn a lot about their customers, about the 
product they are selling, and about the market, they must put some effort into 
the paper work that goes along with the sale. If they don’t follow through, the 
sale will not be made. 

Whatever the area, whether on the playing field, at school, or on the sales 
floor, a person must not rely on his natural ability along if he or she wants to 
succeed. They must work hard to be a success. 


